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For Immediate Release:

Official Statement from Eastern Illinois University Regarding
KAPPA ALPHA PSI FRATERNITY- THETA GAMMA CHAPTER SUSPENSION
Eastern Illinois University will take steps to revoke the recognition of Theta Gamma Chapter
following notice that the national office of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity has imposed a four-year
suspension on the chapter. The chapter has been on interim suspension by both the
University and the fraternity since allegations of the hazing of prospective members surfaced
last November.
Simultaneous investigations by both the University and the national office of Kappa Alpha Psi
were conducted. Members of the local chapter denied wrongdoing, and the University's
investigation was inconclusive in verifying complaints of violence inflicted on students who
reportedly sought membership in the organization. The investigation by Kappa Alpha Psi,
however, resulted in a determination that violations of the fraternity's policies had occurred,
resulting in notice to the chapter in March of a four-year suspension and a $400 fine. Individual
students were also fined by the fraternity and have had their memberships suspended for
periods ranging from four to five years.
Eastern's Student Life Office was informed by e-mail in March of the fraternity's action, and had
been anticipating a news release from the national office of Kappa Alpha Psi before
commenting on the suspension, which was revealed by the Daily Eastern News on Wednesday
(Aug. 29, 2001 ). The University will revoke the chapter's recognition as a campus organization.
"The University has an award-winning Greek system, and we take very seriously any conduct
which is detrimental to the high standards that those organizations profess, especially
allegations of hazing," said Shirley Stewart, Interim Vice President for Student Affairs. "We
appreciate the cooperation of Kappa Alpha Psi National Fraternity in responding to this situation
and the University fully supports the actions that they have taken to maintain the standards of
this fine organization."
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astern Illinois University emphasizes distinguished teaching in the liberal arts, sciences and selected professions. A traditional,
residential state university of recognized quality, Eastern enrolls more than I0,000 students in undergraduate and graduate programs.
The university, located in Charleston, also serves the region through a variety of non-credit and off-site degree programs, as wel1 as cultural
and recreational opportunities. Eastern's pursuit of exce11ence attracts well-qualified students of an increasingly diverse population and a
teaching faculty active in research and public service who utilize the latest technology.
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